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A. HART, 
Parnass, K, K, M, I. 
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My Drar Str, 
In compliance with your request, I send herewith the copy of my 


last sermon. 
Yours faithfully, 


S. MORAIS. 
To A. Hart, Esq., 


Parnass of the Congregation Mikvé Israel. 


SERMON. 


Ir in convening at their places of worship, agree- 
ably to the wise counsel of the governor of our State, 
our Nazarene brethren have been actuated by a feeling 
of religious gratitude; the incentive which has prompted 
us Israelites to repair to these holy courts, is even 
stronger. It is not only to pour out our thankful hearts 
before the altar of the Omnipotent for his daily, hourly, 
ay, for his never-ceasing bounties, but also to renew 
the covenant of love that links us with our benevolent 
God. It is to avow with pure and sincere lips, that we 
will remain his children, as he has been to us a Father ; 
that we will unflinchingly cling to his blessed law, 
under the empire of freedom, as we did not waver 
under virulent despotism. Beloved friends! we assem- 
ble, to vow sincerely, that with the spangled banner of 
liberty in one hand, and the law of Horeb in the other, 
we will continue faithful citizens of this glorious repub- 
lic, and constant adorers of the living God. Let then 
our motto be “liberty and religion,” the two monitors 
of all moral duties, the jealous keepers of all human 
rights, the promoters of all virtues. See! the eyes of our 
adversaries are upon us; they decry our institutions as 
hostile to freedom, because of the dereliction of a few 
among us; let then our example refute their assertions; 
let it convince both friends and foes, that the sweet 
breath of liberty does not extinguish the flame of reli- 
gion. What! could religion be synonymous with servi- 
tude? could religion thrive better in a soil bedewed 
with the tears of the oppressed, than in a soil warmed 
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by the sun of freedom? could a crown of thorns become 
that daughter of heaven, better than a garland of roses? 
No! in the name of truth immutable and eternal; in the 
name of the immortal soul that illumines us, I declare 
the assertion false and blasphemous. If a religion so 
inimical to the pure spirit of liberty exists—if a religion 
that would enslave humanity, as the best means of sal- 
vation, receives homage on earth—it is not the religion 
of Israel. “Iam the Lord thy God, who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt,” thundered the Eternal from 
the summit of Sinai. I am your liberator, and to me 
alone you owe obedience. No earthly king has fought 
your battles. I am He who has burst asunder the 
shackles of thy oppression, and me alone shall you 
serve. Beneath the lash of the Russian Autocrat, and 
in the beamless dungeons of the petty Italian kings, the 
enlightened Hebrew well remembers the imperishable 
words of his Celestial Monarch, and, though crushed to 
earth, he springs up with redoubled vigor, whenever 
the hand of tyranny ceases to oppress. It is this love 
of liberty, engrafted on the religion of our fathers, that 
aroused the spirit of hundreds of us to unite their fate 
with that of the American patriots who gallantly fought 
for their rights. It was the same spirit of liberty that 
pervades the institutions of Moses—that called to arms 
multitudes of our brethren, when the hour of redemp- 
tion for the inthralled nations of Europe seemed to 
have struck; and the same spirit will ever incite the 
descendants of the Maccabees to join hand and heart with 
those who rise to root out tyranny from the world, in 
whatever shape, in whatever disguise it may conceal 
itself. 

The enlightened Hebrew, tutored in the history of 
his people, imbued with a true sense of their laws, 
traces therein not only political toleration, but the most 
liberal securities of national freedom. 

Their dogmas, their ceremonies, the lives of those 
shepherds of old, who taught them, are to him the in- 
carnation of liberty, the standard of his inalienable 
rights. 
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No privileged classes bore sway among the people of 
God. The most wise, the most virtuous, the most pious 
among them assumed their lead. Their elders, their 
judges, were not chosen from a caste that could produce 
along train of noble ancestry, but from those whose 
hearts beat for whatever is holy, glorious, and just. 
are the words P¥3 NIL MON WIN DIN NY ITT IU 
of the Bible; “men of valor, men who feared God, men 
of truth, men who hated lucre.” Veho was greater than 
Moses, and who was more humble than Moses? Who 
like Gideon could have concentrated absolute power in 
his own hand, and disdained to rule? Who like Samuel, 
that stout defender of liberty and terror of despots, 
could, after long years of juridical authority, boldly affirm 
before a whole nation, that his mission had never been 
followed by worldly gain? I will repeat it! Nobility 
of birth was not recognized by the Hebrews: those 
heavy tributes levied upon the many to enrich the few 
and to foster luxury and pomp, were not exacted from 
our progenitors. Their priests and their Levites were 
ministers to the congregation of Israel; their subsistence 
depended on their free gifts; their privilege was to pro- 
pitiate on them the blessing of the Lord, and to sing the 
Davidical hymns within the walls of the sanctuary. 
And if no prohibitory laws existed against the election 
of sovereigns, there was one that paralyzed absolute 
power. When the king ascended the throne, the vo- 
lumes of the law were placed before him. That hand 
which wielded the imperial sceptre, did also transcribe 
from those venerated pages an exact copy of the Mosaic 
code. It thenceforth became the ensign of his royalty, 
his inseparable guidance, which he was enjoined con- 
stantly to consult, in order to be reminded of the 
momentous duties devolving on him. Equality of 
rights, which is the harbinger of peace and civiliza- 
tion, was the principal feature of those binding laws. 
By their observance, he would have gained the affec- 
tion of his subjects, and secured a guarantee for his 
future dominion; whereas, an attempt to infringe them 
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conspiracies, the result of which often proves a deadly 
blow to royal authority. A king in Israel was only a 
supreme magistrate, the representative of the laws; a 
man who exceeded others in wisdom, who exhibited 
humility, and enforced justice; his riches were the 
riches of the nation; he could not replenish his trea- 
sury with the hard-earned bread of the laborer; he 
could not have spread his fear upon the people by arbi- 
trary laws, nor have captivated them by vain displays 
of grandeur; for implicit obedience to the divine tenets, 
and exemplary simplicity, were enjoined on him, as on 
the humblest of his subjects. 

Hear, my brethren, the immortal Maimonides: “Two 
motives could have occasioned the election of kings; 
the need of a warlike captain to lead the people to bat- 
tle, and a desire to have justice distributed impartially ; 
but, though the king became thereby invested with full 
power, yet his chief aim was to be the glory of the Su- 
preme, the dissemination of truth, the spread of right- 
eousness, the humiliation of tyrants, and the deliverance 
of his brethren.” Israel did not regard his princes as 
infallible beings—did not look upon their rights as of 
divine origin—did not consider their regal authority in- 
alienable: supreme power and supreme majesty belong 
to God, who is alone unerring and unchangeable; but 
they respected, in their king, his commendable deeds— 
they paid him honor for the services he rendered the 
nation, and for the glory and peace he acquired for them. 
Judaism was never allied with despotism; the opprobrious 
sight of aman that tramples with impunity whole nations 
under his feet, was not witnessed in Israel. Religion was 
the safeguard of liberty. That king of Judah who, in- 
toxicated with his victories, would encroach upon the 
sacerdotal rights, met with a condign punishment. To 
that king of Israel who, envious of the wealth of one of 
his subjects, despoiled him by a treacherous murder, reli- 
gion cries, “ Thy blood shall be spilled where the blood 
of the innocent was shed.” To that potent monarch 
whom wantonness excited to commit, in secret, a nefari- 
ous deed, the man of God announces a tremendous chas- 
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tisement in open day, and before all his subjects; and 
to all the despots of the earth, who stifle in men’s bo- 
soms the breath of liberty, and who shut their mouths 
with the point of their bloody weapons, the finger of 
religion points out the “mene mene tekel upharsin,” writ- 
ten upon the walls of king Belshazzar’s palace. It is not 
true, then, that our religion is hostile to liberty. It is 
not true that misery and persecution are the only pre- 
servatives of our faith. It is not true that an Israelite 
will better understand the ways of his God, caged in 
ghettos, within bars and bolts, than under the exhilar- 
ating and inspiring sky of liberty. A religion that tells 
man, you are made in the image of your God—you are 
not a worm to be trodden upon—you have an intelligent 
and immortal soul that renders you little less than an- 
gels—you are a free agent, for neither celestial nor ter- 
restrial power can influence your actions—seductions may 
surround you, but, aided by reason, by intellect, by those 
noble faculties that constitute you master over creation, 
you may come out victorious: A religion that tells man, 
respect no one in judgment—one law shall be for all, for 
the native and for the stranger, alike for the rich and 
powerful, as for the poor and humble: A religion that 
tells man, you shall love your neighbor, who is like 
yourself, the child of the same Father in heaven—you 
shall not revenge nor bear grudge against your brother 
—you shall bestow your fond cares upon the stranger, 
who grieves over the dear objects he has left in distant 
climes: A religion that tells man, you shall not gather 
in the bounty of the Lord whilst the poor, the orphan, 
and the widow cry from hunger; but let them, also, 
participate in your enjoyment, that your gracious God 
may further bless you with abundance of good: A reli- 
gion, I say, that proclaims liberty of thought and action, 
equality of civil rights, fraternal love towards all the off- 
spring of Adam—can such a religion be the ally of ab- 
solutism? Can it be the arm of the tyrant who says to 
humanity, “You have an intelligent soul, but I will 
crush it; nature has granted you reason, but I will fet- 
ter it to my will; you shall learn to believe that a nod 
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of my head can destroy your life and your wealth ; that 
an attempt to escape my power brings torture and death.” 
Ah, no, sacred faith of Israel! Thou raisest the dignity 
of man, thou inspirest him with a deep sense of his moral 
worth, which ruthless oppression cannot erase. Whether 
under a monarchy or under an oligarchy, under the go- 
vernment of all, or under the dominion of few, thy pious 
followers thrice every day repeat with fervor, “O, re- 
turn and reign over us, thou alone, O King, that lovest 
righteousness and justice.” 

But you, my dear friends, will ask: If it is thus as 
you have portrayed it; if, indeed, our religion is so 
sublime, whence comes this apathy towards it? Why 
are its behests, which tend to maintain its inextinguish- 
able fire vivid and bright, viewed with irreverence by 
many who still boast of the name of Hebrews? Why 
this inordinate desire of reform, which threatens to 
sever the bonds of union which knit together the seed 
of Jacob? Why this frenzy for imitation in our wor- 
ship; as if our religion needed being arrayed in the 
garments of the Gentiles, to elicit respect and admira- 
tion? Do you really wish to know whence this deplora- 
ble evil emanates? I will tell you—from a defective 
education. We certainly evince an earnest desire that 
our children should become erudite in sciences and lan- 
guages; and thus far we deserve commendation. But 
are we equally anxious that they should imbibe the 
true spirit of their religion; that they should be Jews, 
not because of their immediate extraction, but because 
they esteem it a privilege to be the descendants of 
Abraham? The servants of the one, incorporeal, in- 
visible, and everlasting God? Answer, ye fathers and 
mothers in Israel. Of what does the religious education 
which you afford your children consist? Enlighten me, 
for I have in vain sought to discover it. Surely it is 
not in the mechanical repetition of a few blessings, the 
meaning of which they know not; nor is it in their in- 
struction in a section of the Law when they reach the 
age of consideration. To charge you with that supposi- 
tion, J would consider a heavy offence. But is it ina 
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thorough knowledge of Holy Writ, and of its laws? Is 
it in a full acquirement of our post-biblical history, and 
of the lives of our teachers? Is it in a judicious disqui- 
sition on our institutions, their origin and their purport? 
Is it in a continual exercise of those customs among us 
which cannot fail to make a lasting impression on their 
young minds? If such is the education we afford our 
children, and, spite thereof, they grow indifferent to 
Judaism, I must then confess, with tears of deep sor- 
row, that nothing can save them from apostasy but 
an entire reform of our religion. But why delude our- 
selves, when the voice of conscience reproaches us with 
the crimes we daily commit against our offspring? Our 
daughter cannot appear to great advantage in society 
unless she understands the art of music and the exercise 
of dancing; our son cannot aspire to the name of learn- 
ed, unless he is versed in Latin and Greek; but no one 
will ask them how far the knowledge of their religion 
extends—indeed, its study is quite superfluous, for time 
and age will teach it to them. Oh, how insane! We 
have sown in their hearts vanity and ambition, and can 
we expect that they will listen to the voice of pure reli- 
gion, which is inimical to both? Ere we impressed them 
with their duties as members of the house of Israel, they 
had learned in our school to hanker after the crotchets 
of a corrupt society, and they will follow the identical 
principle even in their religion. To render the worship 
more attractive, we must assimilate ourselves to our bre- 
thren of a different creed; a chorus of female voices would 
enhance it—the harmonious chords of an organ would 
excite unusual delight. But this does not suffice: our 
prayers are unintelligible to the audience—we will re- 
cite them in our vernacular tongue; they engross too 
much of our time—we will abbreviate them; besides, 
this section bears not translation—it would jar upon our 
fastidious ears; this other contradicts certain prevailing 
notions, and so forth; till, of that religion which our 
ancestors maintained intact through fire and rack, there 
remains but the shadow. 

My dearly beloved friends! let not this increasing 
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evil among us become incurable; instead of reforming 
religion let us reform education. Let us institute schools 
where our children may learn true wisdom—which is, 
the fear of the Lord; where they may acquire, not merely 
the rudiments of the Hebrew language, but those doc- 
trines which are a peculiar heritage to the seed of Jacob; 
and, above all, let our adherence to the Mosaic institu- 
tions, principally, prove to them a constant and most 
efficient teacher. Let all parents in Israel whisper in 
the tender ears of their dear ones words of pure religion, 
and love to all mankind, and we shall see a new gencra- 
tion spring up, proud of their names as citizens of this 
elorious American republic, but still more proud of pro- 
fessing a religion that proclaims liberty, equality, and 
fraternity. 


PRAYER. 


Atmicuty Sovereign! whose kingdom is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting. To thee alone we bow reverently, 
and gratefully thank thy goodness. Thou hast bid 
Nature to smile on the earth, and she, obedient to thy 
supreme will, has liberally opened to us her treasuries. 
The former and the latter rains have irrigated the soil 
in their due season, and the inhabitants of the land 
haye rejoiced in plenty. Grant, O, God! that we may 
deserve still further thy boundless mercy through our 
love of thee. O, may this love ever thrill within us, 
even when our immortal soul shall take its fight among 
the blessed! Ruler of the Universe! we invoke thy 
invaluable benediction over this country, which has 
been to thy chosen people a haven of salvation. Deign 
to bless it, with its free institutions, with its illustrious 
chiefs, and its generous people. May neither sword nor 
oppression approach its borders, but peace and happiness 
be its bulwarks. Stretch forth thy helping hand to the 
newly elected president of this commonwealth, that his 
guidance may add vigor and stability to the whole 
Union. Bless all the strangers who have sought an 
asylum from tyranny in this palladium of liberty. 
Bless all men, of whatever creed, of whatever denomi- 
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nation, who, like us, have met this day to acknowledge 
thy infinite goodness. Bless the sick; sustain them on 
their beds of sorrow; hearken to their groans, and send 
a speedy cure to their pains. Bless all those who suffer 
in the secret recesses of their souls; inspire them with 
resignation to thy inscrutable will; infuse in them a 
hope of a full recompense in a happier life, when felicity 
will be unalloyed. Bless this community; and may 
their motto be, now and ever, “Religion and Freedom,” 
so that both may join to procure them temporal and 
spiritual weal. Bless our young and our old ; our 
schools and our teachers; and may all our endeavors 
tend to the glory of Thee, O, beneficent and gracious 
Father to all thy children. Amen. 


